Abstract. In recent years, social media develops rapidly in China, and changes the traditional media pattern in this new era of information. Due to the widespread of social media, ordinary Chinese people now have different ways to take part in political events. Social media has become the platform of political participation and social governance for ordinary people. In this paper, news on corrupt officials is taken as an example to study the impacts of social media on political communication from the perspective of political communication. Then social media's initiative functions in the political communication, political participation and public opinion guidance are analyzed to confirm the strategic value of social media in political communication.
each other on social media instantly, while general citizens can express their political appeals through social media. [2] Social media offer more expression rights and supervision rights to users, thus improve the information rights and participation rights of the public to some extent. In the social media era, public opinion environment becomes more and more complicated and diversified. The single-way persuasion and inculcating political communication mode will not be able to continue.
Nowadays, social media has become the source of information release, and replaced the position of traditional media. Traditional media have been deprived from news interpretation rights. Taking Lei's event as an example: at the evening of November 20, 2012, micro-blog user named "Ji Xu Guang" claimed that "Zheng-fu Lei, Chongqing Beibei District Secretary keeps mistress and has licentious life" and released a "sex video screen shot". The micro-blog became a hot topic instantly. At the same time, related video which is only about 36 seconds long was spread widely on the Internet, promoted the issue to become a focus event. Traditional media began to follow up the report. Three days later, Lei was removed from office and accepted investigation. During this process, the user kept releasing information through micro-blog, blogs and other social media, and communicated with government departments. Traditional media reports followed his steps. The improper sexual relation of this official caused widespread concern in society; public opinion forced the discipline inspection departments to intervene as soon as possible. Since the exposure of sex video, it only takes 63 hours to investigate and dismiss this official. [3] Social media has become an important field of public opinion. The entrance of information dissemination is dispersed. The power of interpreting news events are no longer confined to traditional media organizations. Social media has changed the media ecology, and become an important field to publish information on social events and promote the development of social governance.
Social media has also become an important force in agenda setting, which plays an increasingly important role in the guidance of public opinion trend. Both agenda setting and the implementation of public policy are important forms for the government to implement public management functions. In the era of traditional media, Chinese government agencies implemented the management of media organizations through industry access and ownership system. Under the background of Web2.0, social media give users great autonomy rights. Users can disseminate information freely, which dilutes the traditional media's agenda setting to a certain extent. Many Internet users even no longer trust traditional media. Agenda setting of traditional media is faced by serious challenges. For news on officials who involved in improper sexual relations, it is difficult for traditional media to obtain valuable information. Insiders who break the news often hold a lot of photos, videos or even check in records. Traditional media have to follow their steps, when the social media implement agenda setting function. In this case, in order to adapt to new rules, traditional media need to imitate social media from content to form, which further enhances the status of social media in the dissemination pattern. The new media ecology evolves in the game; the new generation communication center forms in the evolution; social media and the public replace the place of traditional media and social elites; interest groups become the key force who set political communication agenda and promote social development.
Social media is changing the serious preaching feature of traditional political communication. It promote political news reports to become relaxed, lively, close to the audiences' cognitive level, and more easy to communicate. In the past thirty years, profound changes have taken place in Chinese society and in people's aesthetic psychology. The preaching style uphold by traditional media is no longer accepted by the audience. Social media provides a changing opportunity for the serious, preaching mode. On one hand, users of social media are general public; the contents in dissemination must be accepted by them. On the other hand, social media has more grassroots attributes; they prefer simple expression methods. Social media has changed the moral superiority of traditional media. It promotes traditional media to carry out political communication through civilian, conversational style, and create a relaxed, friendly atmosphere in reports. At the same time, the transformation of traditional media also associates with adverse consequences. The over pursuit of sensory stimulation brings vulgar content, as well as sensational and entertainment reports. In numerous reports of corrupt officials, the media do not start from party discipline or keep ringing the alarm bell. Instead, they describe officials' improper sexual relations in detail, and ridicule the mistress phenomenon with entertainment words and pictures. The serious political issues of "discipline", "anti corruption" and "supervision" are all removed. Affected by Internet culture and entertainment news, political news show an inclination of entertainment, which has become a global cultural landscape. Frequent news on officials' improper sexual relations successfully draws public attentions to the private life of corrupt officials. It meets public's curiosity, but also avoids the value demands of political communication.
